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! Commissioneratc
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am qtfnq/ N.B.:

E . abT Tq uMm, 1962 =Ft urn 281 gt 39-=ira (2) + Q&a fin: Tq WI &vaqr ;fT UB qPr H=+Nrr dr h-v''.r LIII::

dr mit el

A copy of this order made uncIcr sub-scction (2) ol’ Section 28-1 ol- thc C 'tlsit:nls At:t. i Ya?

is granted to the conccrncd free ol- chargc

2, lu afm fqfa1 aTiIT & fu,w, M{ vfr wftm qf t:wEi qI snagr & +++n aRt aT(kg (+ 60 hit a Tftdr #iiiId ?:+llih V11

a mr =rr4©rq ii vq© dt BIRdtI

Any appeal against this Advance Ruling ordcr shall lie hcl-orc thc llig Ir (_'ourt of

concerned jurisdiction, within 60 days from the date of thc communication ol- such ruling
or order

3. qrtr 28-1 % a§€yTP+%wrarvmr T+rafwrfbfwhr?fhvmrq vr qu vr ,r'dti wdm BYtm, f3BT# sri*m

w wfm fatwhlqrw Tnt, &r rMT, qt 'ft q8;taI

The ddvancc ruling pronounced by the Authority under Section :8 - 1 sh:l11 rciuail! vaiiti
for three years or till there is a change in law or facts c)II the basis oi- which the acivanc'b'

ruling has been pronounced, whichever is earlier.

J . :Kt vtf€r+,{uTqfr VaT Tl,teT } fb 3TTaqqi {TtT 3{fwr P+FDhr gAuTvgl qT aaa 41 'raH q;INt xnr IIIU Ft+1 "ul q1 . it!

IF tT fT win- qtfva vl taIT gTwnl

\vhere the Authority ilnds that the advancc ruling b\ as c>1-)Lailrcci by lhc applica11t b) l-l'aud

or misl'cprcscntation of facts, the same shall be declared vo c\ t+h initio

}= k$ 1

&;i;;;;'fw
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aftrq fkRuhr / Advance Ruling

M/s. NIKC) ARC: Industries Private t.ilnitcd (IIIC No.: AAKCN2119A) (hereinafter
rc[crrcd to as 'the ApplicanL') RIcci an application (CA AR- 1) for advance ruling in the Office

of Sccrctary, Customs Authority for Advance Ruling (C:AAR) Mumbai. The said application

was received in the secretariat of the CA/\R, Mumbai on 13.01.2026 along with its enclosures

in terms of Section 2811 (1) of the Customs Act, 1962 (hereinafter referred to as the ' Act
also’). 'I-he Applicant is sccking advance ruling as to whether the Notification No. 15/2023-

Customs (AbI)) dated 22"d I)cccmbcr 2023 is applicable for lcviability of Anti-Dumping
dIrty for the product of -'Laser Engraving Machin" .

2. Applicant's Submissions:

2.1 -1-he Applicant subnlittcd that Lhcy arc into business of importing and trading of I.ascr

I':ngra\'ing Machines, havilrg addrcss at Ground Floor, No 133, UMA -l-C)WERS, Near Pepsi

Company. Mysore Road, Near Pepsi Company, Kumbalagodu Village, Kengcri Hobli,
Bcngaluru, Urban. Karnataka. 560074. They are also into trading of Laser Spare Parts and

acccssorics and laser Source is one of the spare parts.

Applicant is importing laser cutting & marking machine parts and laser welding
machine parts i.c I.ascr source as per below table:

Sr. No. Description i Tariff Sub-Heading CTSH/msN Code

i-I T. iii;TRM£ ma hines 84561100

I'hc applicalrl lrccds Advance Ruling as to whether the Notification No. 15/2023-

Customs ( ADI)) I)atcd 22"d December 2023 is applicable for livcability of Anti-Dumping duty

on the aforementioned i.ascr lingraving Machine.

2.2 -1-hc applicant statcd that I.ascr lingraving Machine shall not be covered under thc
aforementioned notification. They submit their clarification in this regard as follows:

1. I'hc said notillcation is not applicable to Laser Engraving Machine, their
justification that Notification No. 15/2023-Customs (ADD), dated December 22,

2023, imposes anti-dumping duties on specific industrial laser machines,

particularly those used for cutting, marking, or welding operations.
1-hc applicant has also given reasons Why this Notification may not apply to

1.ascr llngraving Machines as under:

2

/\). Scopc t)f the X’otiilcation:
i. -l'hc notification No. 15/2023-Customs (ADD), datcd Dcccmbcr 22, 2023

rcstricts "lndustria! I,ascr Machines, used for cutting, marking, or welding
opcrat lo ns .

1.ascr cngraving machines. arc not included in recommendation, Refer :

Notillcation Final Finding New T)clhi, the 27th September, 2023 .ease No.

11

\
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ADD ( O1) --. 07/2022, issued by I)cpartnrcnt of Commerce)

(DIREC'FORA'FE GIINERAIJ O1; '1-RADI': RI':lVl1':1)11 iS) as ADD
INotification No. 15/2013 Dt 22 Dec 2023 is based or the fInal llndings and

recommendations dated 27th Sept 2023 of the 1)G’1-R

C.1 Submission made by the interested parties
Para C 1 (k). '’The PUC is the intirlstl'ic.It itlsel' llluchtnc clncI o!heI- tLISCI'

machine. Ilowe\?er, the donrestic industl')? has not itsel.f' included (>the+' i)’I)cs

of lctser machine \vi thin the scope of' thc I)LiC' stub cts laser engraving

machines, laser bending machines, lctsel' c{l'illing mctchines und lasel'

cleaning machines
B, PRODUCT UNDER CONSII)ll:RA'l' I o N

Para B .4 (4) ... ... ... .... All laser industrial machines used ft)r purposes other

than cutting, marking, or welding are excluded .fFom the scope of the PUC.
C.3. Examination by the Authority
Para-C. 3 (7). . . All laser industrial machines rtsed .{-or purposes other
than, cutting, marking, or welding are eICltItled .ffom the scope of the PUC' .

111

/ 12 .

13) Legal Position
The phrase used “ exclude “ “used for purposes other than crttLing. marking. c)I

welding” constitutes a clear and deliberate linlitation on the scopc ol' thc

investigation and consequently the impositi( in c)t' alrti-clulnping duties. 13)'

specifying only those machines us;cd for crit t i n g. incl I'ki ng, OI' \\' elding . thc I)(i’l'I{
has excluded by necessary implication all other types ol’ laser machines from the

purview of the PUC.

Interpretation of Taxing Statutes – Supreme Court Ruling

In the Supreme Court judgment titled: Chief Commissioner of Central Goods and

Services Tax v. Safari Retreats Pvt. Ltd. 2024 (90) G,S. T.1.. 3 (S.C.) I)ccidcd on:

3 October 2024 Bench: Hon’bIc Justices At)hay S. Oka and Sanjay 1Carol

Key Legal Principle on Interpretation of Taxing Statutes:

As per Paragraph 25 of the judgment, the IIon-bIc Suprcmc Court laid down CICUI'

rules regarding how taxing statutes must bc intcrpl-ctcd. Rules ot' Intcrprctalion
Summarized :

• Rules regarding the interpretation of fa_\iII g statutes

25. Regarding the interpretation of tclxation siatrlt es, thc parties have relied on

several decisions. The law laid do\wn on this aspect is fairly \veIl-settled. '!'lle
principles governing the interpretation of- the taxation stcittlt es can be sulnmurised

as follows .

(a) A taxing statute must be read as it is with no additions and no

{. _:::::.b’.:';’- . ) : I

::,.-:=-.„-.- Ii:-Ii_-:# -

V
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(b) I.f the language of a taxing provision is plain, the consequence of giving
efl act to it may lead to some absurd result is not a factor to be considered when

interpreting lhe provisions, it is .for the legislature to step in and remove the

ahs it r dil \' :

(c) V\'’hile dealing with a taxing provision, the principle of strict

inlcl'l JI-CitI itoII sllorIId be ctp!)lied.

(d) If- 1\TO inlel'pretcttions of a statutory provision are possible, the Court
ordincu'ily would in{erpl'et the provision in favour of a taxpayer and against the
r e\)e11t{e ,

(e) in interpreting a taxing statute, equitable considerations are entirely out

of -/2/ace ,

M A taxing provision cannot be interpreted on any presumption or
assrtnrptlorl

(g) ..J taxing slclttl Ie has to be interpreted in the light of what is clearly

ex})I'essed. ’l’lle ('or11'l cannot imply an)'{hing which is not expressed, Moreover,
the ('oul't carttr01 import provisions in the statute to supply any deficiency,

(h) -I-here is nolhing unjust in the taxpayer escaping if the letter of the law

fIt iI s I o catch IIi III on account of the legis-Lature's .failure to express itself clearly ,

(i ) if literal interpretation is manifestly unjust, which produces a result noI

intended by the legislature, only in such a case can the Court modify the

language

(j) I;.quit)' and taxation are strangers. But if construction results in equity
rather than injustice, such construction should be preferred,

(k) it is not a function of the Court in the fIScal arena to compel the

Parliament to go fUrther and do more .

( 1 ) \\’llctr ct \v(>}'ct tlscd in a taxing statute is to be construed and has not been

speci{icctlly defined. it shotlld not be interpreted in accordance with its definition

in another slalute thaI does not deal with a cognate subject. It should be

understood in its commercial sense. Unless defined in the statute itself, the words

and expl'essions; in a taxing statute have to be construed in the sense in which the

I)ersons dealing with them understand, that is, as per the trade understanding.

commercial and technical practice and usage.

– Para 25 (c), Supreme Court, Sa.fcrri Retreats Case (2024)

C) Nature of Machines:

Industrial I.ascr IVlachincs in fully assembled, SKD or CKD form, used for cutting,
marking or welding operations.”
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I-his definition specifically limits the scope to ind:.lslrial-grade nrachincl-)' us;ccI in
manufacturing and fabrication environments.

1)IV (Do-It-Yourself) I,ascr Machines:
I'hcsc arc compact, low-powered, desktop macl.lilrcs inLcnclcci tt)r pcrsonal. cl’at’L.

hobby, or educational purposes.

Typical applications include engraving on wood, plastic, acrylic, ctc., not

industrial-grade metals.

l-hcse machines are not used for cutting. welding. or marking in industrial

processes, and thcreforc do not meet the functional criteria ol' thc I)LJC.

•

e

e

(:ommercial Classification:

DIY laser machines are sold, marketed, and operated in a complctcly dil'i-crcnt

market segment than industrial laser systems.

I'hcy are designed for light commercial use. atId their pcrl'orlntlncc. dcsigll. tIIId
safety specifications are significantly below indrlstrial standards
Conclusion:

Anti-dumping explicitly excludes lascr engraving machines (and olhcr such nlachincs

not used for cutting, marking, or welding). 'l*hcrcl-orc. the anti-dulnping duties imposed hv this

notification are not applicable to laser engraving machines.

@

@

2.3 Vidc addition submission on personal hearing dated 19.05.2026, the applicant further
stated that the imported products are laser engraving machines falling under ltSN Codc

84561100 intended for design, decorative, artistic and 31) engraving applications. and not

Industrial Laser Machines, in fully asscmblcd, SKI) or CI<1) it)rm. uscd for cutting. marking,
or welding operations, contemplated under the anti-dumping notification under 15/2023 1)1

22 Dec 2023. The imported products are commercially marketed and traded based on

© engraving area/work area,

material compatibility.

laser sourc6 type,

•

e

e wattage,

desktop/tabletop format,

hobby/commercial/jewellery/signage applications.

portability,

speed/resolution,

rotary attachment capability,

and software compatibility,

@

8

•

©

@

@

2.4 The applicant further informed that the imported products are 1)1 Y / compact engraving
systems and are not customer-made industrial production laser systc lns conlcnrplatcd under the

anti-dumping notification. It is respectfully submitted that the I)G’l'l{ llnctirlgs rcpcatccil>

dcscribc thc covered products as:

Page 5 of 16



e custolner made products’',

industrial laser systcms developed k)r speciilc industrial end-use requirements,•

capital goods manufactured in diffcrcnt industrial configurations dcf)ending upon

industrial applications and customer requirements.

In contrast, the imported engraving machines are standardized compact engraving units

and are not industrial production systems customized for heavy industrial manufacturing
applications. 1;Luther. the imported products are DIY (“DQ it Yourself’) laser engraving

tnachincs. i.c.. ctlnrp i.ICt .uscl--opcI-atcd engraving systems intended for hobby, artistic,
dccorativc. pcl'sonalizati011. signage. .jcwcllcry. cra J-1 and small commcrcial applications. and

nc)t hca\’y industrial nl£ulul-acLuring cquiprncnt.

2.5 -1'hc applicant also statcd that the imported products are compact DIY laser engraving
lnachincs which Ct111 bc casil}'' cal'ricd by hand. harrdlcd and operated manually, unlike heavy

i:lctllstrial laser ctltti11g, nlarking or welding systcms contemplated under the anti-dumping
noLillcation. Such 1)IY engraving machines are standardized compact products and are

commercially distinct from industrial laser cutting, marking and welding systems contcmplatcd

under Notification No. 15/2023-Customs (ADD) dated 22.12.2023 and the corresponding

Directorate General of -I'radc Remedies (D(3’FR) Final Findings.

e

1 further, thc imported I)IY lascr engraving machines are complete compact units and

are not commcrcially traded in Scmi Knocked Down (SKD) or Completely Knocked Down
( C- KI)) condition in the industrial laser machinery market contemplated under the notification

2.6 1 further, tIle I)ircctoratc Gcncral of ’l'radc Remedies (DG'I-R) findings relating to
SKI),/C''I<1) coli !\gul-ations pcllain tI.I largc industrial laser cutting, marking and wclding
systems requiring iirdustl'ial asscmbly and integration operations. In contrast, the inlportcd
clrgl’a\’ing machines are standardi2’.cd compact engraving units supplied as complete ready-to-

usc products for hot)b)’, decorative, artistic and small commercial applications, and therefore
arc commercially and !'unctionally distinct fronl thc industrial laser systems contemplated

under the I)roduct LJndcl' C:onsidcration (PtJC).

Further, the Product Control Number (PCN) structure itself demonstrates that the

invcstigation was confined to industrial laser cutting, marking and welding systems. The cntirc

PCN methodology is built around:

• industrial bed sizes,

e industrial cutting hcads.

• industria1 laser power rangcs,

21)/31) industrial systcnrs.

• heavy-dIll \ i ndustl'i a1 con llgtlrations.

I-llc P(:N structure itscIJ' is based on heavy industrial bed-size categories such as:

8

• 3000mm x t 500nlm.

6000mm x 2500mm.

1200C)mm x 2500nlm etc..

which are applicable only to industrial production laser systems.

•

Page 6 of 16



In contrast, laser engraving machines are cornpact standard engraving units primarily

intended for engraving applications and are not commcrcially traded, idcntincd or catcgori;':cd

on the basis of such industrial bed-size confIgurations. It is further respectfully submitted that

the DGI'I{ itself recognized that all laser machines wcrc not included within the scopc of the

Product Under Consideration (PUC).

2.7 Furthermore, reference is invited to Final Findings, Case No. ADI) (O1)-07/2022 dated

27.09.2023 issued by the Directorate General of ’l'radc Rclncdics.

Reference may kindly be made to Dara (' 1 5(1.1). wlrcl-ein the Aullloril}
specifically recorded as under:

The PUC is the industrial lclsel' nrachine and other tclsel' llruchil'le

IIon’ever , the domestic indusll'\' has no{ i{sei.f' inclrlcie ci dI hct' types (Ii-ictsel' llrLICh inc

u'iIhim the scope of the I)tJC' srlch cls laser engr(tyjilg nr(icllilres. tcl\cl' llC+ILtil'Ig

machines, laser drilling machines and taser ciect+ling Inclc hines

Further, reference may kindly be made to Para 143(b). wherein thc

Authority observed as under:

... ... The product under consideration comes in ct wide I'cinge o.f di.ffarent

sizes, laser power, bed size etc. 1)if.ferent calegc>1’ies/types cu'e developed to meet

specific end-user requiremenls. Since it is a capilul good and customer made

product, the design of the industrial laser nlachines is as per the end use

requirenreytts ... ... .. .

1-ho aforesaid observations clcarly establish that the /\uthol’ily wklb; dctlling with
industrial customer-made laser production systems clc-\,'c!oI)cci it)r in JLlstl'i tIl lnalrul-:lctLll'lnp

rcquircmcnts. IIowcvcr. the imported products in tIle pres;cnt case are it'.scr cngr£lvillg
machines, which are functionally, commercially and tcchnologictllly distinct products and arc

not customer-made industrial production systems I'aIling within the catcy.orics ol' incILlstria

laser cutting, marking or welding machines contemplated under the 1)LJ(,'. I further. cngr£lvilrg

machines are not commercially categorized or sold on the basis ol’ industrial bcd sizes, hca\')'

duty industrial configurations or customized production spccincations as contemplated in thc
PCN methodology. Reference may also kindly be made to Para 26 of the l"inal l''indings.

wherein the Authority prescribed the PCN rncthodology for i11dustrial laser rnachincs. 'l'hc

prcscribcd,parameters themselves dcmonstratc that the invcstigation wits confined to industrial
production lascr systems and not compact 1)IY / engraving nraci'lincs.

2.8 The applicant also stated that the imported laser cngraviltg machincs do not I-all n’i-thin

the scope of the Product Under Consideration (PU(: ). ’l'hus. the prcscnt case is not a qucstiolr

of whether a particular vari'ant/model/conllguration is covered \viII’liII thc 1)tiC'- . l<£lthcl'. the

irnportcd engraving machines themselves it Ill outside II'tc nc)lillocI bro J LIC-t c:llcFol'}' allopcthcl

Accordingly. the issuc involved is one ol- col-nplclc cxciulsloll !'i’i'nI tl-IC scopc ol- tIle liu)cIucl
[Jndcr Consideration (PU(:) itself. It is l-tlrLhcr rcspccll'uiiy subnlittccl that Itlscr clrgrtlvlng

machines are specinca.lly excluded from the scope of Notilication No. ;5/2023-(.'ustoms
(ADD) dated 22. 1 2.2023 .

3. Port of Import and reply from jurisdictional (/'onrrnissior+„cr, Nllava She\’a-\’,
JN(:II, Uran.
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I-hc applicant in ',hcil' CA,'\R-} Indicated Ural they intend to import thc subject goods

It(un tilc jurisdicLio!'l ol’ o!'tlcc of thc C:'.Olnmissioncr of Custolng (ChCnnai-IV), Import

(=o:lrlnissioncralc. ('i'IS IOUIS .i it)use. 60. Raj+ii Salai, Chennai . 'I-he applications v,’:re !t>rwardecl

t(\ thc 0111cc oi' Thc ('t:t111rtissionci' of (;uSIOIllS (Chennai-IV), impo ll Commissioncratc.

C:hcn11ai l-or thcjr c011111rc IILs OII 10.02.2026, 24.02.2026, 13.03.2026 and 02.C)4.2026, however

no replies ha-rc t)ecn received in this rcgard

4 Details of Personal llcarirlg: -

I'hc personal hearing in the matter was conducted on 19.05.2026 in the office of CAAR.

Mumbai. During the personal hearing the authorised representative submitted that his product

is excluded from the scope of Notification No. 15/2023-Cus. (ADD) dated 22.12.2023
Ilo\.vc\'cr. he also sought IS days 11- lore time to submit additional nlatcria I. Nobody appeared

!! IC hearing it(Inl !!-lc Jclr£ii't:11cllt SIde

5 . Discussion and Findings: -

5.1 1 have carcl'tl Il)- cc)nsidcrcd all matcrials placed on record, including the applicant’s
Lcc!-111ic tIl dOCunrc:rtatiLln. legal subnrissions and the detailed rcprcscntations made during the

pcI-sonal hearing by N'1/s Nikoarc Industries Private Limited. This ruling is rendered in

accordance wi Lh the cvidcncc submitted and the applicable legal framework. The primary issue

for determination is whcthcr thc imported I.ascr Engraving Machine are liable to anti-dumping

duty under Notincation No. 1 5/2023 Customs ( ADD) dated 22nd December 2023 .

5.2 l+cforc deciding tile nrattcr. it is essential to examine the legal framework under the

(:'ustoms 'l'ariff Act, ] 975, along with the relevant Chapter and Section Notes and the

I larmonizcd Systcm of Nomenclature (l-ISN) Explanatory Notes, which reveal that there is

neither a gcncral nor spcciilc tarifF heading in the First Schedule to the Customs 'l-ariff Act,

1975. tlrat pl'ccisi,'i\' c(l\’cj's a stal'ldalonc " I.ascr l;.ngraving Machine.-’ As such. the

classillcation aII(I. the app licallility ol’ anti-dunlping duty nlust bc .asscsscd in accordance with
thc natul'c alrd i'uncti on o 1- the imported goods.

5.3 LJpon cxalninati011 of thc applicant’s submission, it emerges that the applicant is
c11gagcd in the business of inlporting and trading of I.aser Engraving Machincs, laser sparc

parts. accessorics and laser sources. -1-he applicant imports compact laser engraving machines
markctcd and commercially tradcd as DIY laser engraving machines, desktop laser cngravcrs,

tabletop engraving systcms, portable laser engravers, hobby engraving systems,

jcwcllcry/signage engraving machines and artistic engraving devices. The applicant has

classified laser engraving machine under Tariff Sub-heading 84561100. An advance ruling has

bccn sought under Section 2811 of thc Customs Act. 1962, to deterlnine whether Nolification
No 1 5/2023- Customs ( AbD), which applies to “Industrial Laser Machines in fully assembled,

SKI) or (:KI) form.-- is applicable to such laser engraving machines. The applicant is seeking
Ruling from the Authoritv as under:
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Whether the No{i..$cation No. 15/2t)23-(:r,lsl,oms ( Al:>1)) dCI ted 22.12.2023 is UppiiCL'i hie

for Ie\'tability of' Anti-Dumping Duty .for the I,clsel' i'ing}-a\*ing .\'lac;lines

5.4 The imported products are compact laser engraving systcms intended priluarilv lirr

artistic engraving, decorative applications, pcrsonalization. signage. jcwcl Icry cnglIIving.

hobby -applications, creator/maker applications. cdtlcation£ll Lise and -slnall colnmcl’cial

cngraving operations. '!'hc imported products are cc,nlmcl-ciillly 111arkCLccl and traded based

upon engraving area/work area, material compatibility, laser source type. wattage.

dcsktop/tabletop format, portability, soIlware compatibility, engraving resolution. rotarY

attachment capability, hobby/commercial applications, and user convenience. Ilcncc. thcsc

products are compact standardized engraving systems.

5.5 Further, accordingly Catalogue of products submitted by applicant, technical analysis

of TVlodcls as under: -

A. I,ascrPccker I,PI Pro :

LiFt jIll (i t c- }r(r!'t tr 1 IiI itV

SIr-t(iI ! ItlstIr to,II -,\ - Ii ' I :' it , ' {r-'1- ' L 1

nOt(r iII:rl clrrl i Fi rttci: so rr11€Jr-c'lvtll tjS \'„1 1 ' 1 t i

Eel Sv-tO-Lt-ie thc)bile APP for C;l-CCIt'--.;;'F= { ;;i c III : it': ill 't''v£ :t - '

E lrg rave OII -all e -go, u trytlrl-la. a rrYwtlel-c
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l-hcsc pr'.rducts i-c. T ,P ! pro. i .P2, 1.P3 / 1'P'+ / T.PS models are tcchnicail\,' identifiable

as portabic laser cngravil lg n'lachincs,' compaCt T)IY laser cngravcrs, handheld / dc_sktop

cllgra\- ing dc\' iccs. Iow-pc,>\\’cr lascr nlarking/cngrav.hg 's)'stems, hobby/cral't/'pcrsonalization

nl£Lctliircs arId not irca\'')' industl'ial laser production luachincr)'.

5.6 1 also and that the applicant has proposed that the subject goods can be classified under

I'ariff entry 84561100. Rclcvant portion of C’1'11 8456 is reproduced below for case o!
rct-crcncc :

h'iACHiXE-TOOLS FOR w(3nKixc ANY Xi,\TERiAL By

REhiC)VAL OF MATERiAL+ BY LASER OR tYFHER LICitT

ORr iia TO N BE A M , U LT RA- SONIC , ELECT R O -

nTSC FIARCE, £!.EC'TR0-GiIEStIC:AL, EL H=TRON BtAM ,

It’!SIC-BEAN DR PLASMA ARe PROCF.S.SES; WATER- .IET

C- L- T-FiX{, X'tAC::lliXFIS

£li)t',"aied hv !user or (; iIIar lig tH or ptlalan i)earn

jI:1){- f:',SStlb

C3’p{'rated bY las?I

C’+})cfBit’r! II)' Olhi:r light Of pI1(IEon tRaIn

FrFfit:esscF,

QpcrMle(1 by ultrasonic iu'otQse£

Operated by el€cv!-i-discllarge processes

Opera ted by plasill il ai'c procc>"aes

\\;at er:jct cuttIng nlachines
(libel

For dry-eTching paiierns nII semi-co:xluctof
ma€eFials

B; iilb !XI 2fl --- i:.!Prtrl:>--rh8nt£r3i lirachlrIg s; ' u

HI :3[$ 90 !iii t–;:f!’it:i ' u

I IInd tIll it in C-il£l!)tel- 84_ hcading 8456 covers thc Machine-too-Is for working any

nratci'ia! by rcnr(lval ol' nratcrial. by laser or othcr light or photon beam, ultrasonic, electro
bcanr. ionic beam or plasma arc processes; water jet cutting machines. I find that I.ascr

I':lrgra\’ing Mach inc work lnatcrial by lascl' process, engraving is performed through laser beam

action and Lhc lnactlinc I'cl110vc/aitcr material surface by laser technology. The subject products
is a complete lascl- working nrachinc and therefore, will be covered under C-1-SH 845611 .

8458

IiI :lb 1 1 ntl

b': :lb 1 J F,JC3

ti

U

7.St.Ii;,

?_Sf:’b

$4 :JG 211 00

8456 3CI CItI

B4 StS 'ID fia

84 SB 30 (Ifi

BI SCI !XJ

SI Stl 90 ID

U

U

U

iI

T .St!;iI

7.3?ii

I . Si>b

7.5',ifi

U free

5.7 1 observed that under Notification No. 15/2023-Customs (ADD) dated 22.12.2023,
Central Govcrnnrcnt imposes Anti-Dumping Duty on the subject goods, the description of
which is spcciflcd in column (3) of the following Table, falling under tariff item of the First

SChCdUIL- to the Cus;LoIns ’Faril-F Act as specific(i in the corresponding entry in column (2):

originating in the country as specified in the corresponding entry in column (4), exported from

the countries as speci fled in the corresponding cnlry in column (5), produced by the producers
as speci fied in the corresponding cntry in colunrn (6), and imported into India, an antidumpjng
duI); calculated at thc rate as speci I-icd in the corresponding cntry in column (7) of the said
I-able, nanlcl v

'.. tI
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I
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b

$
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China FR
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'ilrl' if Y
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FR

I C'

It is amply clear from the above that ADD is imposablc only on Industrial I.ascr
Machines, in fully assembled. SKD or CKD form, used for cutting, marking or welding

operations. Now the issue before me is whether the Industrial laser lnachincs and the I.ascl

l:ngraving Machines are the same or otherwise

5.8 1 nnd that Customs Tariff Ilcading 84561100 is a broad tariff entry covcring all

machine-tools opcratcd by laser for working any material by rcnrt)val of matcrial. 'l'llc Ircading
does not distinguish between industrial laser machines and conrl)act I)IY lascr CIrgl-a'.'illg

machines. and thcrcforc both categories mil)' bc classi lliltIIc tIn{.Icr the s£llnt.' t£\l-il-t' Ircaciing

I lowcvcr. classillcation under the Customs 'l'ari tl'al-ILi applicabilit\- oi' A11ti-l)unl})ing ! )ut)' arc

two distinct legal issues. WIlilo tariff classi llcation is hasccl on thc technical chat’actcrisl.ics and

opcrating principle of the goods, the lcvy of Anti-l)UInpi11g I)ut)' depends upon wllcthcl- the

imported goods fall within the scope of the Product Lindcr Consideration (1)t JC- ) dcllncd in the

DG’l'R Final Findings and Notification No. 15/2023--(,'ustolns ( AI)1)). 'i'hc 1)(;’1 I< has aIso

clarincd that the customs tariff classification is only indicative and is not dctcrminativc of thc

scope of the PU(„’. Accordingly, the mere classification of the importcd I.ascr lir}gravi IIg
Machines under C’1'11 84561100 does not automatically render them liable to Anti-1)ulnping
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I)uty unless they satisfy thc tcchnical, functional and commercial characteristics of the

industrial laser lnachincs covered by the notification.

5 .c) it is obscl''.'cd thaT: Ilie 1)(1’!-R !''inal Findings in Case No. ADD ( C)1)-07/2022 arId I llc

conscqucIit NotilicaLion No. 1 5/20:33-C::tlstoms ( Ai)I>) datcd -22.12.2023 rclatc to Tndustriai

!.ascl' Machines us;cd for cutting. marking and 'weI(lilIE operations in industrial manufact,urjng
cn vil'onmcnts. ’t'hc l\ndilrgs dcscribc such machines as industrial capital goods, customer-made

s)'stc:lms and prodIIcts dc\-’cio!)cd according to spccinc industrial end-use rcquircnlcnts. 'lllose
nlaCllincs arc gct'Ict'ally ct\ai-actcrized by high laser power, large \working areas, industrial

auton'lation, Factory installation and heavy-duty production applications, in contrast, thc

Imported I,ascr !ingra\.’ing Machincs arc compact, standardized, portable and IOw-powered

devices inLendcd for artistic. decorative, pcrsonalization, jewellery, signage, educational.
hobby- and small commercial dpplications. They are marketed 'and tradcd on the basis oi

engraving area, portability, software compatibility, laser source type and u-scr convenience
rather than industrial production spcciflcations. Their technical characteristics, commercial

identity, intended use, custolncr basc and market segment are materially different from those
o F industrial laser rnachi ncs

5.1 0 1 also ilnc! i'hat Notillc£!Lion No, 15/202,3-Customs (Al)I)) dated 22.12.2023 clcarl)'
cstabllsi1 that t Irc Product LJndcr Consideration (PUC) was connned to Industrial i,ascr

\'iachincs used f’or cuLtilrg. marking and welding operations, which were dcscrib€_d by the

AllihoriLy as capital goods, customer-made - products and industrIal systems designed for
spcciCc nlanu!'acLul'inp requirements. 'I-hc Product Control Number (PCN) mcthodology

adoptcd by I)(II-R was based upon industrial parameters such as bed size, laser power, cutting

heads and heavy-duty industrial configurations, demonstrating that the investigation was

directed towards factory-installed industrial production machinery.

1:unhcr. in Para C. 1 (5)k of the Directorate General df Trade Rcmcdics (DG'i-R_) in Case

No. Al)1) (O1)-07/2022 as under:

''l'he I)Lie: is the indt,isIl'tal laser machine and other laser machine. IIon lever. the

dOIn'.: sTic indtlstry has n(>1 itself inclrldec{ other types of laser machine v, Pi thin the scope

o.f' the 1) tiC- stich cis !cise!’ cngl'avins\ ntuchines, laser bending machines, laser cil'iiting
much i ncs ct tld !asel' ciectni nR lnachines .

1 cxprcssly rcco!'dcd that laser engraving machines, laser bending machines, laser

drilling machillcs and laser cleaning nrachincs were not includcd within the scope of the PiJC

i-he imported goods in thc present case are compact DIY/Dcsktop Laser tlngraving Machjrlcs9

commercially markctcd for altistic. dccorativc, pcrsonalization, jewellery, signage, hobby and

small commercial applications. They are portable, standardized, low-power engraving devices
and not customer-ma(ic industrial production systems. Therefore, although classifiable under

C’1'T i 84561 100, thc imported laser engraving machines are commercially, functionally and
technologically distinct from the industrial laser machines investigated by DG’rR and

afaabI
/2

"RGa£i.L;;,,.i;.,.';

{\
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consequently fall outside the intended scope of the Product tJndcr Consideration covered undc1

Notincation No. 1 5/2023-Customs (Al)I)) dated 22.12.2023 .

!;urthcrmorc, rcfcrcncc is invited to !)kIra 1 4: 1 (b) o J' lhc l"inal !'-illciings n’-hCI’citI the

Authority obscrvcd that: -

b. '' The product under consideration comes in a wide range of' di.I-ferent sizes, laser po\r el' . bed

size etc. Different categories/types are developed to meet specific end-user requirenren is. Since

it is a capital good cm.d customer made product, the design of- the indr4s{ria! ! user machines is

as per the end use requirements. It may be possible that I}le domestic inclusll'y would have

produced machine SImilar to the imported product \\'itIl some lninor diff arences in pl'oci-act

characteristics. in a situation where a product is produced and sold in a large nUI'nbel' qf

types/f'orwts/\cwic lies, tFl-e Authority does not considet' that the donlesl ic inclttstry s-hOIt Ict have

produced and supplied each of- them. ’l'tlerq{-ore. lhc ' tIll hol'il }’ hci x ,'o msi(Icrc cI i.{- 1 he cit)tIle\tit
industry has the fechnigai capacity to provide srlch !>i-t)clllcl s

1-he above observations clearly establish Illat thc invcstigation conccrncd inctustriai

capital goods, customer-made production systems, industrial nranul-acturing conllgul-ations.
and illdus’,rial fabrication nrachincry. In contrast , thc sub.icct products al'_' st£111clal'di/cd coIn pact

engraving units, I nass-producqd consumer/conrmcl'ciil! })l-oducts. p(>1-table cng!-ilvi11g sy’-slclns.

I'cady-to-use desktop devices, and not,customcr-dcsigncd industrial. production machi.ncry

l-hus, thc subject products belong to an entirely separate commcrcial and functions ctllcgor}

6. llcncc, it. is $ cen that the subject products are cornpact I )IY laser cngraving machines
intended for ar1,.istic. decorative, pcrsonalization and small coinmcrcial applications. 'I-he

subject products are commcrcially distinct, technically distinct, functic)nally distillct and

technologically distinct from the industrial lascl- cutting, marking and welding svstcms

corrtcnlplatQd under NotiGQation No. .15/2023-Customs (AT)I)). It is a is(> observed that Anti-
I)urnping Duty under aforesaid Notification applies Olrl)' iI- the p!'odu.cl itlst) 1-ai is \\ ithin lhc
Pt JC..’! lhc subject products are compact I)IY cng!'avcl's. hohby,/ct)lnnrcrc:i a ! (IcsI<-It)F syslcll'.s_

p'or,tab Ic consumer devices, not industrial laser production nrtlchilrcl')

!'hcreforc. in view of the above discussion, i aIn ol' thc considered opinion thill .'\!)!i
pcr No'Li£’ication No. 1.5/2023-Customs (Al)T)) dated 22.12.2023 will not be impo-; i, IbIC c; II

the inlport off.he subjcct.prQdrlcts i.c. I,ascr I';ngraving \qachincs. hub jcct to C.' tiS’LOn}S A uthol-ii ),'

$atisI-action with regard to physiQal verilicaLion, and goods as per dcscription i n 13ill ol' i*:nlry qt

the time of import.

8 . 1 rule aQCorCiinbly .

alto sling !)II/, : \ t
Fn . A/

n2 IC--+IHlln

a b rc )

(- tlsIt>111:~', /\tllllt):-itv itIr ,'\,I\':uIcc !<ulilrgs
lv1 ul n hal
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I' , Xi). f:/“,_\ it/C: Li:S/AI> !’ i,/ ! $/2€)'2f;-(3/(i Co in in r-C’AA!(-Mumbai ])ate(i: 25-06-2026

I'his coP)- is certifIed to be a true copy of:the ruling and is sent to:

1 . M/s. Niko:lrc Industries I)rivatc i,ilnitcd

Ground I /Ir)or No 1 33. tillla ’l'owcrs, Nc£v IJcpsi Company,
Mysore road, Kumbalagodu Village, Kcngcl'i Hobli,
Bcngaluru T,Jrban. Karnataka- '560074

i':mail : Bila illBIOaT'i iI):1'asH)so luI:i(us.net.in
:’ = ! nite:=i-I 'fr-:=nra ! ! .enjIl

!'lrc (;': -) lr-\nlissionc!' ol' (:usLo ills ((:hcnnai'-IV).

iIUP(>1't C'’(rnuirlss lone!'aLC (:us'koms l-louse, 60. Raj aji Salal, Chennai-60f)00 1 .

i ': Ina! i : t.'c3i-1lill1-4-cti$clltlr lilo OV.itl
n•++Vnan n

i-irc C 'ust(> iris /\ui'llority l-or /\dvancc Rulings,

1;ir-st il':)or. \\’ing no. 6, \Vest }31ock-8,-

R.K. Puram, New 13clhl-1 1 0066

! hrlai!: 1_ us- :,ldvruiings.(iell'Z&uov.in

1 i-ile !’ri nci-pal C:on'.missioi- Icr of Customs

b/in:rrtral CTu:;tc)ms Zone- I,
i\all8rd Ii.state. 'Ml'l.i-nbal -400001 . }':mail: ecu-cBsn tum I (aIrtic.in

hc ( 'i :!--:III :hSi\;I- I=!- ( ! cca 1 1. ( ’ }3 !(’ {:)fi-Ices

I .c}\;i!-': ' X.g/\ . C:c!!, 5':' 11oc)I-, i il_ldcc) Vi:;I'lala i3uilding,
<I-' -\\'' III iI. F3 Ilt k;IJI C:at’Ira I>lace. R. K. t)uraJ','1,

Nc\\ !)cihi I i 0066. Itmail : co Inn-Ir.legal-chee anic.in

() !-he F',-Tcnlbci- (£'us’Lt>msI. C:CII’.raI 13oards of Indirect Taxes & Customs
N(Irl h !31£.'ck. Nc\:.; i)cIb'i- I i 000 1 . Iimail: rt-icmbercus.cb{cfZDQ£)v . in

I-he VVcbmastcr. Central Boards of Indirect ’I-axes & Customs

! '.mail : y#1Inl:EQuatea.icp_g&t_%gov.in

F{ Ci-Hard 111c

(Viv'ck !)wivcdi)
by. Conrmissioner & SecretarY

Customs Authority for Advance Rulings.
N4umbai

&g;==iM:
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