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A copy of this order made under sub-scction (2) of Section 281 of the Customs Act. 1962 is
granteil to the concerned free of charge.
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Any officer authorised by the Board, by notification or the applmanl may lile an appez| beford
the Jurisdictional High Court of concerned juiisdiction against any ruling or order passed by the
Authority. within 60 days from the date of the communication of such ruling or order.
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The Principal Commissioner or Commissioner shall be authorised to [ile appeal against the
advance ruling in terms of sub-section (1) of section 28K A.
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The advance ruling pronounced by the Authority under Section 28 - I shall remain valid for three
years or titl there is a change in law or facts on the basis of which the advance ruling has been
proncunced, whichever is earlier. '
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Where the Authorily finds that the advance ruling was obtained by the applicant by fraud or
misrepresentation of facts, the same shall be. declared void ab initic.
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3w faftola / Advance Ruling

.- M/s. Gurmat Impex and Shipping Scrvices (1EC No. 0311044841) (hereinafter referred as
“The Applicant™) filed an application for advance ruling in the Office ol Sccretary. Customs
Authority for Advance Ruling, Mumbai. The said application was received in the scerctariat of the
CAAR, Mumbai cn £6.11.2024, along with its enclosures in terms of Section 28H (1) of the Customs
Act, 1962 (hereinafier referred to as the *Act’). Further, the applicant submitted the revised CAAR
application vide cmail dated 08.01.2025 in the scerctariat of the CAAR, Mumbai. The applicant is
secking advance ruling regarding classification of Timber Steel (Combination of Galvanized Steel+
.aminated Veneered i.umbart Plastic Cover).

2, Submission by the Applicant:
2.1 The applicant (M/s. Gurmat Impex and Shipping Services) is a proprictorship Firm holding a

valid import-export code number 0311044841 issued by the Office of the Director General of Foreign
Trade in terms of the provision of Section 7 of the Foreign Trade Development & Regulation Act,
1992. The applicant secking an Advance Ruling under Section 28H of the Customs Act. 1962 is
covered by the definition of ‘applicant’ as per Section 28E (c) of Customs Act, 1962.

2.2 The applicant submitted that the composition of the goods i.c. Timber Steel in terms of weight
consists of

i Galvanized Steel — 75-80%
il. l,alninatcd Veneered Lumbar —20-25%
1. Plastic Cover — 2-3%

2.3 The applicant further submitted that Timber Steel is used exclusively for shuttering ol
concrete construction work also known as formwork. The Applicant submitted that Timber Steel is
used exclusively for formwork and submitted a leallet of domestic manufacturer Al Marc Industrics
to substantiate their point. They further submitted that the formwork has been defined as “Total
system of support ol freshly placed cencrete, including the.mold or sheathing that contacts the
concrete and all supporting members, hardware and necessary bracing”. Thus, it is only a temporary
mould till the concrete gains sufficient strength to carry its self-load. They further submitted that
currently the formwork accounts for 40% to 60% of all construction costs for tall building or
infrastructure projects. Hence, new and cfficient materials arc constantly rescarched to reduce
environmental impact and drive economies.

2.4 " The applicant further submitted that the subject goods are being classified under CT1
73269090 by the Manufacturers. HS Code 732690 covers all type of Iron or Steel Articles obtained
by punching other than articles included in preceding headings of the Chapter or Covered by Note |
to Scetion XV or included in Chapter 82 or 83 cor elsewhere in the harmonized tarifl. The applicant
{urther submitted that I1S Code 730840 covers equipment for shuttering — such structures some times
incorporate products of other heading such as pancls of woven wire or expanded metal; HS Code
441840 covers shuttering for concrete construction work including Assembled and HS Code 848060
covers moulds for mineral material i.c. conerete. cement.

3 Applicants Interpretation of Law/Facts:

3.1 The applicant submitted that the question is about classification of this i.c. Timber Stecl
Composite goods. They submitted that as per General Rules for Interpretation (GIR) Rule 2(b) “Any
p/erem,c to ina headmg loa .rnatemnl or mbsfame shall be mken to mdude a.re femmccf Sitn ma;m?e s
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goods of a given material or substance shali be taken fo include a reference to goods consistihg
wholly or partly of such material or substance. The classification of goods consisting of more than
one material or substance shall be according (o the principles of Rule 3.7 They further submitted that
Mixtures being preparations described as such in a seciion or Chapter or in a Heading Text are to be
classificd under provision of Rule 1. They further submitted that as per GIR Rule 3 “When by
application of Rule 2 (b) or for any other reason, goods are, prima jacie, classifiable under two or
movre headings, classification shall be effected as follows:

(a) The he-adfr:g which provides the most specific description shall be preferred to headings
providing a more general description. However, when two or more headings each refer to part only
of the materials or substances contained. in imixed or composite goods or to part only of the items ir
a set pul up for retail sale, those headings are 1o he regarded as equally specific in relation to those
goods, even if one of them gives a more complete or precise description of the goods.

(b) Mixiures, L()mpuwre goods consisting of different materials or made up of a’;ﬁw Qi
components, and goods put up in sets for retail sale, which cannot be classified by reference 1o 3 (a),
shall be classified as if they consisted of the material or component which gives them their essential
character, insofar as this criterion is applicable.” { '
3.2 'The applicant submitted that the essential character is determined by the nature of the material,
its bulk, weight or value or by the role of a constituent material in relation to the use of the goods.
They further submitted that the main ingredients in the composite goods are steel and timber.
Traditionally only timber and later plywood or only steel was used for formwork. However, dug 10
the absorption of moisture 100% timber would disligurc; warp or bend in 40-5{] repeat uses, herice it
was replaced by plywood. Plywood had an inherent problem of time taken for de-shuttering as
shuttering is only a temperary support. Steel formwork offers increased repetition however it is heavy
to handle and has a heavy initial cost. To take advantage of the low cost of timber and aiso, it’s lesscr
weight in comparison 1o steel, timber steel with plastic has been invented. The product can offer 300-
400 repetitions as timber steel does not bLL(‘m(‘ part of the structure, but only provides the support
for conerete to become set.

2 Sln

33 The applicant further submitted that there is specific classification under CTTE 441840
shuttering for concrete construction work. Goods cannot b classified here as timber / lumbar forms
only 20-25% of both weight and value of the composite article, and it would refer to a part only of
the composite material. The applicant further submitted that Heading 730840-Steel Equipment for
shuttering cannot be used as it would. also refer to-a -part only of the composite material. IHeading
848060 covers Moulds for mineral materials, specifically moulds for moulding concrete, cement
goods like walls, floor or roof slabs including prefabricated construction Llu'ntnls ot reinforced or
prestressed concrete for window frames etc: : :

34" The applicant further submitted that as per GIR 3(c), “when goods c'aﬁno.-‘ be classified by
;cfw ence to (a) or (b), they shall be class tﬁed under the heading which occurs last in numeric al order
among those which equally merit consideration™ lleading 848000 is last amongst the hecading
referring to part of goods at 441840 or 730840, hence should be considered most appropriate to the
goods to which it is most akin. Hence, the applicant submitted thai HHeading 848060 should be
considered. ; ; '

4. Port of Impert and reply from Jurisdictional Commissivneraie

4.1 The applicant in their CAAR-1 indicated that they intend to import the subiect goods i.¢
Timber Steel at the jurisdiction of office of the Pr. Commissioner of Customs, NS-V, INCII, Nhava
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Sheva, Tal-( ran. 171§1||ft Raigad, i\’]c]th'l‘ htra- 400707, In (cnm of Provisions of the Section 28-
I{1) ol 1}10 Customs Act, 1962 read Wll,i‘l the Sub- :Lgulauon No. (7) of the, RLLuIalnm No. 8 of the
Customs Authori ty for ‘Advance Rulings Regulations, 2021, the application was forwarded to the
office of the Pr. Commissioner of Customs, NS-V. INCL, thv:} Sheva, Tal-Uran, ‘)u.lrlr,,t Raigad.
Maharashtra- 400707 on 06.01.2025 as indicated by the applicant at Sr. No. 13 of their CAAR-!
Forms calling upon them to furnish the relevant records with comments, if any, in respect of the said
application. Further reminders were also issucd on 07.02,2025.21.03. 2{)":.- dnd 09 04.2025, however,
no 1'cp’ly was reccived from the concerned commissionerate.

<h Rcmrdw of Per qonal Hcarm"

5:1 A personal bearing was hcld on 09. Ol 2025 at 3:00 PM in the office of the CAAR, Mumbai.
Shri RE‘_]L‘;h Gosalia — Proprictor and Shri Jignesh Chowatia - representative appeared for the hicaring
on behaif of the applicant and reiterated the contention.of the applicant filed with the application,
They [urther stated that the subject goods are Timber - Steel made of gaivanized sicel - 75-8G%.
Laminated Vencered Lumber — 20-25% and Plastic Cover 2-3%. The subject goods ‘are uscd as
“Construction Fermwoerk™ exclusively for shuttering of concrete. They submitted that there may be
some competent heading viz. 73084000, 84806000 and 73269090 but the said goods merit
classification under CT1 84806000 as mould for mineral material and relied upon GRI 3(c) of Rules
of Interpretation. It was specifically asked to provide the following data/information regarding the
subject goods:-

(i) Constituent Material by %age

(i Pricing of the Constituting ma'.crial.;, used in the Iproduclion

(iii)  Weight of the Constituting materials in %age & Volume

They sought a time of a couple of days to give written reply which was permittec.
Nobody appeared from lh_c department for the PIH.

0. Additional Submissions by the Appilicant

6.1 The applicant vide its letter dated 14.01.2025 made additional submissions whercin they
stated that they arc not related to the current importers of the product under the name and style of
Stimber. They further stated that they intend to impeort the same and hence they have filed for Advance
Ruling in the subject matter: They further submitted the composition of the product, the same is as
under:

Composition and Volumes:

a. Weight of material -36 % plastic coated wooden LLVI., 64% steci
b. an.}m(‘ of each material- Total Volume of 1 meter is 0.0035¢cbm

i Voiume of wooden plastic 1LVI. is about 0.003cbm or 85.71% of total volume
ii. Volume of steel is about is about 0.0005cbm or 14.29% of total volume
6.2 They further submitted that the product “Mould for Mineral materials™ consists of two

cssential parts namely,

a. The inner mould part. namely the part facing the concrete which can consist of any material
like piywood. aluminum, steel, pve, or reinforced plastics.

b. The exterior part of the mould
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They further submitted that they desire to import this exterior part of the mould and the same
is sold under the trademark “Stimber™ as it consists of both timber and steel. Thus, as per the
construction of the mould, Stimber would be essentiai part of mould, having been specifically
designed for this purpose to be used for shutlering, they further submitted that currently plywood fis
added to the Stimber in india to design the mould. They further submitted that “Mould” had be¢n
defined as a frame or hollow container used to shape concrete into a definite form. The wet concrete
poured in the mould (it touches the inner part of the mould, namely plywood or aluminum ete) scts
and hardens retaining the shape of the mould. Even the Burcau of Indian Standards have published
IS 14687: 1999- Falsework for concrete structure- guidelines (world over it is known as Formwork).
Relevant paras of the same are reproduced as under:

Clause 4- Requirement of l'alsework,
Para 4.2 “Rigidity and Deflection”

“Ialsework shall be rigid enough so that the deflection under the dead load and live loads and forces
caused by ramming and vibration of concrete and other incidental loads imposed on it during and
afier casting of concrete are will within permissible limits. The rigidity can be achieved by suitable
number of ties and braces. Screw jacks or hardboard wedges, where required shall be provided ip
control the falsework settlement. '

Para 4.3- Strength and Stability

The falsework shall be of adequate strength and so detailed as to withstand all anticipated loads
including lateral loads, vibrations and small accidental loads.

Clause 3 " Falsework may be fubricated at site, or partially or wholly prefabricated”

The applicant submitted that their falsework gets assembled at site and is not preflabricated. The
applicant further submitted that all of the above, show the importance of the Stimber-the exterior
parts. in taking the loads while plywood- the inner part of the mould gives it the marble [inish
required.

6.3 'The applicant submitted that since 84806000 covers only complete mould and there is no HSN
for parts under 8480, they are proposing classification under chapter 8487 which is for machinery
parts, not containing clectrical connectors, insulators, coils, contacts or the cleetrical features, not
specified or included elsewhere in this chapter, namely 84879000 which is OTHERS category.
Moreover, where aluminum formwork structure and its accessories (which form the inner part of!
mould) were classified by the importers under 76109010 as structure, settlement commissioner vide
file no. C-4026/CUS/2021-SC(PB) and S.A. no. 5926/2021 dated 09.09.2021 disposed of the DRI
show cause by accepting classification as 84806000 (mould for mineral materials)and not as articles
ol aluminum, ¢ven when aluminium formwork structure cannot be used solely to construct the mould
at the construction site-without the outer part of the mould. '

6.4 The applicant vide email dated 21.03.2025 submitted pdf copy of catalogue of the product
STimberof Wallgreens, Order-In-Assessment dated 23.12.2024 issued to SKM Steel Ltd. for product
“Combination of Steel & Laminated Vencered Lumber for Concrete Shuttering Formwork™
classifying the same under:Heading 7326 and a copy of Appeal filed against the above said order of
assessment,
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T Discussions and ¥indings

7.1 | have considered all the materials placed before me in respect of the classilication ol subject
goods. 1 have gone through the submissions made by the applicant during the personal hearing as
well as additional submissions made by them. Therefore, | proceed to pronounce a ruling on the basis
of information available on record as well as existing legal framework.

) The applicant has sought advance ruling in respect of the classification of a composite product
“Iimber Steel” consisting of Galvanized Steel, Laminated Veneer Lumbar and Plastic Cover which
would be used exclusively for Shuttering of Concrete Construction work also known as Formwork.

g At the outset, 1 find that the issue raised at the Sr. No. 08 in the CAAR-1 form is squarely
covered under Section 28H(2) of the Customs Aci. 1962 being a matter related io the classification
of goods. ' ' '

7.4 The applicant submiticd that the product i.c. Timber Steel is a composite product consisting
ol 75-80% Galvanizéd Steel, 20-25% Laminated Veneer Lumbar and 2-3% Plastic Cover by weight
which would be useéd exclusively for Shuttering of Concrete Construction work also known as
Formwork.

7.5  Before deciding on the issuc, let me deliberate on the legal framework prescribed in Customs
Tariff Act, 1975, Chapter/Section notes along with TISN explanatory notes. Classification of goods
in the Harmonized System of Nomenclature (HSN) is governed by the General Rules for the
interpretations. Rule 1 of the General Rules for the Interpretation of the Import Tariff 1o the Customs
Tarill' Act, 1975 stipulate that for legal purposes. the classification of the import item shall be
determined according o the terms of the headings and any relative Scction or Chapter Notes.

7.6 In this case, there are 5 competing headings as put forward by the applicant itsclf i.c. 4418.
7308, 7326, 8480 and 8487 whcre this composite product i.e. Timber Steel can be classificd. Before
ooing into the nitty-gritty of ihe matter, let’s have a look at the Heading Text of the above mentioned
Six Headings.

19| Tariff 'I[cading'l'cm RO s Sl _][_RJ(,;VEE{"_ | Relevant '_SUB-[lt_:-a_:din;g '
|No. |Heading| | Sub-Heading i - .
| 1. 4418 Builders' joinery and carpentry of | 441840 Shuttering for Concrete

wood, including cellular  wood | Constructional Work
pancls, assembled flooring pzlncls,] '
s | shingles and shakes (), .
2. 7308 Structures (cxcluding  prefabricated | 730840

i ' buildings of hcading 9406) and parts |

| Equipment for
 scaffolding, shuttering,

of siructures (for example. bridges | | propping or pit= |
and  bridge-sections, lock  gates, | | propping I]
; towers. lallice masts, roofs, rooling '_ t
. frame-works, doors and windows and f
| their frames and thresholds for doors, I

| shutters, balustrades, pillars and
columns), of iron or steel; plates,
' rods, angles, shapes, sections, tubes
| and the like, prepared for use in
' _structures, of iron or steel

3. | 7326 _ | Otherarticles of ironorsicel [ 732690 | Other

| 4. 8480 Moulding boxes for metal foundry; | 848060 Moulds

| | mould bases: moulding patterns; | | materigls
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moulds for metal (01hu than mg,n*
moulds), metal carbides, glass,
mincral materials, rubber or plastics |
5. 8487 Machines parts, noi™ ‘eontainivz | 848790
clectrical — connectors,  insulators, |
coils. contacts or other cicetrical |
features, not specified or m:,luclui
| elsewhere in this chapter

Other

|
|
{
I
T S R N0 PP L e R ¢ S — e |

Ehote i

7.7  Belore deciding the issuc of the classification of the product, I find it essential to understand
and analysc the product in terms of its composition, its uses, dominant material, utility and essential
character. I also find it prudent to analyse and understand various terms used in the application as
well as in Tariff Headings such as Shuttering, Falsework, Formwork, Mould ete. to understand the
relationship and util‘ity of the product vis-a-vis Shuttering, Falsework, Formwork, Mould ¢te. and o

find an answer whether the product under consideration merits classification as a mould or part of

mould; or as a shuttering equipment; or as other article of steels.

7.8 Based on lhc literature provided and the data available on the open source, | find that the
subject goods are a composite pr oduct made of Galvanized stell, Laminated Veneer Lumbar and
Plastic cover having a Commercial name as *‘StiMBER” or “Steel Timber”.

7.8.1 1 find that in the Brochure of Waigreens company submitted by the applicant, the produgt
‘StiMBER” is mentioned as a unique concept ullllsm;: the combined strengths of steel and timber
bound together with appiication in construction formwork. It is fulthu‘ claimed that it is morc
sustainable compared to substitutes; Imvc, higher r(_p:,uucms which results in lower cost per usage; is
made of galvanized steel making it corrosion resistant and have greater strength; is dc‘;l&,md for
higher safety on work sites; is IJOhlwught and casy to install by nailing to panels.

Economic, Ecolriendly, Everlasting @ el

) is a unique, concept utilising the compbined
strengths of steel and U mber bound together with
application in construction formwaork, _ 4

More Sustainable  Higher repetitions Calvanised hence Designed for Light weight,
compared to result in lower cost  corrosion resistant Higher Safety easy to install by
substitutes per usage & greater strength on work sites nailing tc panels

7.8.2 The brochure further mentions that J70 StiMBER is an accessory that creates a synergy
between stee! and timber to make a mould [orcasting a wall, column and slab formwork. It is a
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galvanised 'ﬂcci e with punched holcs and llm‘"*r inserted-iiside. This accessory acts as an assct
{o construction companies. duc to its ]ug,h rcpullu ns and ease ot usage. The image of the product
given in brochurce is as under: : : S

i

mentions that the Steel Inm‘}t:t is widely us.,d m \’\"‘h dl'ld column formwork, capable of handimn
concrete prcssmcs up o GOLN;’m The image. t)ﬁl‘c ptoduct taken from the website. which is similar

i
%)
R
.\

P %

Further. the post put up by AllMarc Industries on Social Media Website for promotion of the
product are as under:
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ALLMNRLD

Driving Infrastructure Innovation Worldwide

o

il g e g
INTRODUCING

STEEL TIMBER

Secondary Beam featuring YST 210 steel & 2mm thickness
for heightened strength, durahility & corrosion resistance

e

Increased Repetition to 250 Times Hot-dipped Gaivanized
slashes usage costs significantly [ for enduring protection against corrasion
:f; T m-:ﬂ'. 2 I
Premium Quality Wood f { Superior Salvage Vaiue
from Germany, Australia, and New Zealand / \ at the end of its useful life

Tested & Certified
by IT Chennai

Specifications

Size: 1.2m, 1.5m, 1.8m, 2.4m

Moment (M) : 2 kiN.m

Shear Ferce (Fs): 5 kN

Flexural Rigidity (El): 54 kNm?

Weight: 4.4 kgfm )

Section Dimensions: 70 mim (H) x'50mrm (WY

7.8.4 I further find that there is another manufacturer namely, Tirupati Group, which is also intg
manufacturing of similar productsi.c. Steel Timber Composite product. Tirupati Group on its website
(Steel Timber :: Tirupati Group) states that steel timber combines the strength of steel with the
versatility of wood, making it perfect for demanding industrial applications. This unique product
offers enhanced durability and structural integrity, suitable for a wide range of uses in construction
and manufacturing. it is further stated on the website that this product offers the best of both worlds

‘the durability of steel and the workability of timber, providing unmatched performance in
challenging environments. This innovative product is designed to withstand heavy loads and harsh
conditions, making it a reliable choice for toughest projects and can be used in various industries and
applications, including Construction, Infrastructure Development cte. The image of the product taken
from the website of Tirupati Group is as under:
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7.8.5 From the above, | find that the Composiic Product “Steel Timber’ or *StiMBLER” is essentially
a galvanised steel tube having reetangular cross-section with puached holes and timber inserted
inside. I further find that in this composite product. the suter shell is a robust steel bady that provides
structural integrity and load-bearing capacity. while the inner timber component serves to reduce
weight and cost. The product is designed for use as reusable formwork (shuttering) in construction.
where concrete is poured into the form to shape structural elements like columns, walls, and beams.
Further, [ find that in this composite product. Steel is a dominant materjal in terms of both weight and
value whereas Timber is dominant material by volume. 'The composite product is primarily used-in
Temporary Formwork / Shuttering [or conerete construction and is specibically designed for repeated
use as a formwork system in construction projects.

7.9  Now, to find an answer whether the product under consideration merits classification'as a
mould or part of mould; oi as a shuttering equipment; or as other article of steels, I find it essentiai to
examine the terminology used in ihe application while describing the product such as Formwork.
IFalsework cte. and also ferminologies such as Shuttering, Mould cte. used in l‘w pmbabi tariff
ncading lhicd above.

58 bhuttcrmg

e [tisa part of formwork, or you may call it as derivative of formwork. Shuttering is a vertical
temporary arrangement which is arranged (o bring concrete in a desired shape. (Difference
between Statiolding. Formwork, Shutiering, Centering, Staging)” ' :

e Shuttering is a temporary structure or mold used {o hoid freshly pburcd conerete in place while
it cures. Think of it as the ““container” that helps shape concrete until it bohdii;cc (What Is
The Difference Rétwesn Shuttering Ard Formwork?)

¢ Shuttering, also known as formwork, is a process of providing support to wet conerete until it
sets and attains adequate strength 1o carry its self-weight. Issentially. the process involves
creating temporary moulds of wood or stecl in which the concrete will be poured. Cnee the
concrete scts and hardens, the formwork = may be ' removed.
{ht_p'; Hwaw Jli(_emcnt (.omfbing_h'iSics-of- sement/what-is-shuttering- 1g-in-construction/;

0.2 Pormwurk

=]

e Formwark is molds into which concrete ¢r similar materials are cither precast or cast-in-
place. In the context of concrete construction. the falsework supports the shuttering molds.
[n specialty applications formwork may be permanently incorporated into the final structure,
adding insulation or helping reinforce the finished structure. (Formwork - Wikipedia)

¢ lormwork is a term that refers to temporary or permanent moulds that are used to pour
concrete or other comparable materials. The shuttering moulds are supported by the falsework
in concrete construction. When concrete is poured into moulds known as formworks, it retains
its position. When the moulds are remeved, a solid structure will be visible. Shuttering or
formwork is the term for the complete process. (Types of Formwork used in Concreic
Construction - Civil Engineering Portal)

e [t is a temporary structure which 1s used as a mould to pour the concrete. It is a vertical or
horizontzl arrangement made to keep concrete in position until it gains strength & shape.
(Difference between Scaffolding, Formwork, Shutiering, Centering, Stagine)

¢ The i'ormwork is an nnportam componcm in the constructmn which 1‘; a thpOI‘d'y or

{!L_Q_n_sizp_g_u__n_l_{?! }-mmwcu k For Btz uctures (&,\lepsj}
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e lormwork is a broader term that includes ali kinds of molds and supports used in concrete
construction. It consists of temporary or permanent structures that shape and support the
concrete while it sets. (What Is The Difference Between Shuttering And Formwork?)

7.9.5 Falsework Ml e

e [alsework consists of temporary structures used in construction to support a permanent
structure until its construction is sufficiently advanced to support itself. For arches, this is
specifically called centering. Falsework includes temporary support structures for formwork
used to mold concrete in the construction of buildings, bridges, and clevated roadways.
(Falsework - Wikipedia)

7.9.4 Mould (Mold): - :

e ahollow container with a particular shape into which soft or liquid substances are poured. so
that when the substance becomes hard it ldkc:k the shape of the conLdlnc (MOQULD | L_I}_E‘__!f\h
meaning - Cambridge Dictionary)

e acontainer that vou pour a liquid or soft substance into, which then becomes solid in the same
shape as the container, for example when it is cooled or cooked (mould noun - Definition.
pictures. pronunciation and usage notes | Oxford Advanced Iearner's. Dictionary at
OxfordLearnersDictionaries.com)

7.9.5 Further, [ find that the Burcau of Indian Standards have published a “Glossary of Terins
relating to Cement Concreéte” under Indian Standards IS : 6461 (Part V) "Formwork for Concerete’.
This standard i.c. [S : 6461 (Part V) covers definitions of terms rclating to form work for concrete.
This standard defines Shuttering, Formwork, Falsework and Mould as under:

N

¢ Formwork { Slluticrmp) (o'aw!’we system of .'cm,um ary mz clure hmf! {0 um,‘um ,’rcsh
* concrete so as to form it to the Jeqmmd shupe and dimensions and 1o u.‘ppm ¢ it until it hardens

suffic .rc'-mh to !wumw self- mp;)m ting. Irermwork includes the surface in coriact with the
conerete and all necessary supporting struciure. i

o Falsework: a) F a!-.ewom is the temporary str ucture er e(,!(’d 10 \upporf work in the process
of construction. I is Lon_.'p(}.sed of shores, formwork for beams or slabs (or both), and lateral
bracing. b) That part '(J./l'}’i)rmwork which supperts the forms usually for a large structurve, such
as a bridge. - : ' Ha ' '

o Mouitl Aforwfor amms{prec(..xrconuere ‘units.

7.9.6 from thc 'ibow. I find that \huttermgffurmwgrk is the. lt_mpol ary m(,Id 101 conerete (often
dismantled shorlly afler pom) whereas falsework is the temporary support structure carrying loads
during casting and mould (mold) is a type of hollow container. I further find that although formwork
is a complete system and shuttering is a subsct of it, but often these two terms are” used
interchangeably. I further find that the liidian standards consider both the terms i.c. Shutiering and
Formwork to be one and the same as can be seen from the Indian Standards 1S @ 6461 (I’arl V).

7.10 ,»\Itcr Lmdustandm& the pi odm,t as well as the various lerminologics Lm«,oudt c_I with iL, | come
1o the {|LILS1I(}I"I of the classification of the sthu,L g{mda i.c. Steel Timber which is a composite
product. General Rule of [nluplr.ldimns states that ihe classification ol goods consisting of more than
one material or substance shall bL according to T.hL principles of Rule 3. Rule 3 of the General Rules
of lntupnlall(ms reads as under:

“? When b\' application of Rm’e 2 (b) or for any other reason, x,rouu’\ are, prnnﬂ }‘aue
classifiable under two or more heaa’nrgs du\sif.r(‘au(m shall be effec !e/f as follows .
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7.11

(a 7 he heading which provmcs the mosi Ap@r'y‘fc description shall be p; ejmred {0
headrngs providing a moie general description. However, when two or more headings
each refer to part only of the materials or substances contained in mixed o composite
goodys or-to pait only of the items in a set put up for retail sale, those headings die to
be regarded as equally specific in relation to those gocds, even if one of them gives a
moie complete or precise descrintion of the goods.

(h) Mixtures, coniposite goods consisiing 'rif'd:'ﬁ%rénf materials or made up of diffeient
components, and goods put up in seis m; retail sale, which cannol he cr‘usuf ed by
reference to 3 ta), shail e classified as if they cuh.s.,s{ed of the mater rm or cnmpmwn!
which gives them their essential character, inso a,f as this critericn is applicable.

(c) When goods. cannot be classified hy reference to 3 (a) or 3 (b, they shail be
classified under the heading which vccuis last in numerical order among those which
-equally merit consideration.

I find that the goods under consideration are composite goods which have both Wood

(Timber) and Stee!l and arc used in creation of Formworks in Construction activitics. | further find
that the subiect goods can not be classified in terms of Rule 3(a) as each heading only answeis to only
a-part of the substance contained in these composite goods as these are made from both Wood and

Steel.

Therefore, 1" proceed to classify them according to Rule-3(b). of the General Rules for

Interpretation. 1 find that in the goods under censideration i.e. Steel Timber. although the timber
portion oceupics more volume, the steel portion is heavier and provides the structural and load-
bearing characteristics. Thereby, it can be said that the cssential character to this composite product
is imparted by Steel, which forms the external surface and provides strength and durability. Therefore.
in lerms of Rule ;(b}, since wood is not providing the essential character to these products, therefore
CTH 44i 18 Builders" joinery and carpeatry of 1i»un({ including cellular wood panels. assemb hed
Sflooring pancfs shinglés and shakes () is ruled out.

12

Further, from the product descriptions and images availablc on various manuizcturers website,

I find that the product is essentially a galvanised steel tube with punched holes and timber inserted
inside which is used in conjunction with Shuttering plywoods, tie reds cte. to create a formwork
(shuttering) in which concrete is poured. Thereby, by no stretch of imagination can be called 2 mould
for concrete as the subject goods themsceives cannot be used as a container for cencrete to be poured.
J‘urther. the definition for Mould given in Indian Standards IS 6461 (Part V) makes it abundantly
clear that the mould is used for creating precast concrete elements to be used in the construction
whucas Formwork (Shuttering) is used at the construction site itself. :

13

| have dlm gone thr ouah the [ISN Explanatory Notes for Heading 8480. The relevant excerpts

ol HISN cxplanatory notes for Heading 8481 arc as undcer:

(F) MOULDS FOR MINERAL

.“
:.f‘
ek
:

L3

3
¥

S |
e
WY
>
AR 24
W?

This group includes :

(H

(2)

Moulds for ceramic pastes (e.g., brick moulds, moulds for pipes or for other articles of
ceramics. including monlds for artificial teeth).

toulds for nmuhlmg concrete, cement o1 asbestos-coment goods (tubes, v ‘h, Jd\il'lé

stones, flags, chimney-pots, banmst.,ra, architectural ornamicnts, wall, ﬂom Ol : :

ote). Also moulds for making prefabricated constiuction cloments of 1

prestressad concrete (window frames, parts of vaulting beams, railway ?I*“"‘h-rs:"etc 1
Fowes
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7.14  On going through the HSN Explanatory Notes ior THeading 8480, [ find that although HSN
Lixplanatory Notes for Ieading 8480 mentions moulds (or moulding concrete, cement, or asbestos
cement goods such as tubes, vats, paving stones. ilags. wall. floor, or roof slabs ctc. ilowever, these
are examples of precast concrete units, whereas the subject goods would be used in temporary on-site
formwork (shuttering) at the construction sites. Thereby, [ find that since the Subject goods are used
in Formwork (Shuttering) and are not mould, these 500db do not merit classification under Heading
8480,

7.15  Further, as I have already discussed above, Mould is defined as a form for casting precast
units whercas Formwork (shuttering) is used at the construction site itself. Since the subject goods
would be used in Formwork (Shuttering) and not in meuid, therefore, these goods can not be classifigd
in the residuary heading 8487 “Machinery paris, not containing electrical connectors, insulators,
coils, contacts or other electrical features, not specified or included elsewhere in this Chapter.” |

7.16  Since the subject goods can not be classified under [eading 8480 and Heading 8487, now, 1
am left with remaining 2 competing headings i.c. 7308 and 7326. l.ct me discuss both of these
competing hcading: Relevant excerpts of Heading 7308 are as under:

Tariff [tem | ‘ ])__(is_(_}_l_ptl_@_l_l of Goods -
7308 STRUCTURES (EXCL UDING PREFABRICATED BUILDINGS OF HEADING |
9406) AND PARTS OF STRUCTURES (FOR EXAMPLE. BRIDGLES /\’.\'I)‘
BRIDGE-SECTIONS, LOCK GATLS. TOWERS, LATTICE MASTS, ROOIS,

I
|
‘ ROQFING F R/\M],-\P\ ORKS, DOORS AND WINDOWS AND THEIR FRAMES
|
|

AND THRESHOLDS FOR DOORS, SHUTTERS, BALUSTRADES, PILLARS
AND COLUMNS), OF IRON OR STEEL; PLATES, RODS, ANGLES, SHAPES, |
ST SECTIONS, TUBES AND THE LEKE. PREPARED FOR USE IN STRUCTURES,
Wk emliie: DR IRON OR STEEL

L 73084000 - Equipment for scalfolding, shuitering, propping or pit-propping

ISR i S _ L R S P I <

7.17  Further, I have gone through the HSN Explanatory Notes for Heading 7308 which reads as
under: : - : ;

“This heading covers complete or incomplete metal structures, as well as paris of structures.
For the purpose of this heading, these slructures are characterised by the fact that once they
are put in position, they generally remain in that position. They are usually made up from
bars, rods, tubes, angles, shapes, sections, sheets, plates, wide flats n"(,mu’mg so-celled
universal plaies, hoop, strip, forgings or castings, by riveting, bolting, welding, eic. Such

_ structures someltimes incorporate products of other headings such as panels of woven wire or
expanded metal of heading 73.14. Parts of structures include clamps ard other devices
specially designed for assembling metai structural elements of round cross-secition (tubular
or other). These devices usually have protuberances with tapped holes in which screws are
inserted, at the time of assembly, to fix the clamps (o the tubing.:.

Apart from the structures and parts of structures mentioned in the heading, the headin g also
includes products such as.. :

Pit head frames and srrp erstructure, s, adjusiable or telescopic props, tubular props, extensible
coffering beams, tubular scaffolding rmr! similar equipment; sluice-gales, picrs. Jjetties and
marine moles; lighthouse supersiruc ures; masis. gangways, rails, hufkht'f'rf\ etc., for ships:
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balconies and verandahs; shutiers, gates, stiding doors; assembled railings and fencing;
level-crossing gates and similar barriers; frameworks jor greenhouses and forcing frames;
large-scale shelving for assembly and permanent installation in shops, workshops,
storehouses, etc.; stalls and racks; ceriain protective barriers for motorways, madc from sheet
metal or from angles, shapes or sections.

The heading also covers parts such as flat-relled products, "wide flats” including so-called
universal plates, strip, rods, angles, shapes, sections and tubes, which have been prepared
fe.g., drilled, bent or notched) for use in structures.

The heading further covers products consisting of separate rolled bars twisted together, which
are also used for reinforced or pre-stressed conciete work.

The heading does not cover :
(a) Assembled sheei piling (heading 73.01).

(b) Coffering panels intended for pouring concrete, having the character of moulds (heading
84.80)

(c) Constructions clearly identifiable as machinery parts (Section XVI).

(d) Constructions of Section XVII such as railway and tramway track fixtures and fittings, and
mem‘mmc mJ signalling eqmpmem of heading 56.08; chassis /mme Jfor railw ay rolling-siock,
elc., or motor vehicles (Chapier 86 or 87), and the floating structures of Chapter 89.

(e) Movabhle shelved furniture (heading 94.03).

7.18  Further, ! find that the applicant themselves has stated that the product is primarily used in
Formworks for Construction Activities. Further, as discussed above, Formworks and Shuttering arc
most ofien used interchangeably 1o denote the same set of activity in construction, the.only difference
heing. Shuttering is Vertical Formwork. Further, Indian Standards 1S.6461 (Part V) defines both the
terms o be same as well. [ further find that SN Explanatory Notes clearly includes scaffolding and
similar equipment which arc temporary in nature. just fike the Formworks (Shuttering). I further find
that the subject goods are not coffering panels mentioned in the exclusion list as coffering pancls are
pre-engineered modular mould or panel used for creating repetitive, hollew, or pztterned
structures in ceilings, slabs, or concrete panels, typically in precast or cast-in-place systems. |
further find that there is specific sub-heading 730840 for Equipment for shuttering. Since the subject
goods would be used in formwork (shuttering) only. and have Stecl as the dominant material both by
weight and value. therefore. I find the Sub-Heading 730840 to be suitable for classification of subject
composite goods i.c. Steel Timber. '

7.19  Further, in the matter of Alcove Construction Pvt itd Vs CC, Kolkaia [Final Order
No.76894/2024 dt.12.09.2024 |, the Tribunal has held that the Aluminium Formworks would be righty
classifiable under CTI 76109010. FFurther, in the matter of Vijay Nirman Company Pvt. Ltd. Versus
Principal Commissioner of Customs, Visakhapatnam in Customs Appeal No. 30237 of 2021, Hon’ble
CESTAT regional bench at Hyderabad in its final order no. A/30009/2025 dated 13.01.2025 have
held that the Aluminium Formworks are rightly classified under CT1 76109010.

7.20 | further find that Heading 7326 “Other articles of Iron or Steel™ is a residuary entry and since
the *;uhju:t unodq arc c';‘;cnlia]ly equipment for ‘ihullcring (l*‘nrmwork) 1]1crcfnrc I i'md ]leadiné
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L.td. [2012 (277) E.L.T. 299 (S.c.)]. it was held that classification of goods cannot be under residuary
entry in presence of specific entry, even if it requires product to be understood in technical sense. It
was {urther held that the Residuary entry can be taken refuge of only in absence ol specific entry.

lFurther, in the case of Western India Plywooas Ltd. Versus Collector of Customs. Cochin
[2005 (188) E.L.T. 365 (S.c.)|. it was held that application ol residuary eniry to be made with extreme
caution, being attracted only when no other provision expressly or by necessary implication applies
o goods in question.
8. In light of the above facts, discussions and observations, ! am of the view that in the subject
composite goods i.c. Steel Timber, the essential character is provided by the Steel and further, since
these products are undisputedly used in Shuttering (Formworks) in construction activitics, the subject
goods merit classification in Heading 7308 and more specifically under CTT 73084000 as “liquipment
for Scaftolding, Shuttering, propping and Pit-Propping’ in terms of Rule 3(b) ol the General Rule of
Interpretation. : ' ' '

9, I rule accordingly.

. (Prabkat K. Rameshwaram)
Customs Authority for Advance Rulings, Mumbai
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